CHAPTER V
DE MAISTRE ATO BISMARCK1

rilHE Catholic Revival and the growth of nation-
J. alism are perhaps the two most fundamental
facts in the history of the nineteenth century.
Round them may very largely be grouped the
ideals from which its ultimate canon may be
evolved. They are largely antithetic movements;
for the series of facts which each sought to control
were for the most part identical. It is thus
perhaps superficially difficult to discover grounds
of intimate resemblance between the greatest of
those who gave to the Roman Catholic system the
chief rationale of its renascence, and the supreme
master of nationalist statesmanship. The nine-
teenth century, after all, is essentially an anti-
theological age. It is the age which contributed
most to the dissolution of ecclesiastic structure, the
age in which Cavour destroyed the political foun-
dations of the Church,, in which Darwin cast
i It is perhaps unnecessary to express the obligation this paper owes
to the essay by Lord Morley in the first volume of his Miscellanies, to
that of Sainte-Beuve in his Portraits littfraires, YoL n, and above all
to the masterly analysis of Faguet in his Politiques et Moralists*. See
also the brilliant little study by M. Georges Cogordan.